PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING NOTES
Tuesday, August 18, 2026


Members Present: 	Bishop Brungardt, Fathers Ted Stoecklein, John Stang, Bernard Felix Prakash Kola, MSFS, Don Bedore, Charles Seiwert and Jacob Schneider

Pastoral Office
	Welcome Fr. John Stang (Bishop John)
We welcomed Fr. John Stang, who has been appointed to a five-year term on the Presbyteral Council.

Dates of Meetings (Sr. Janice)
The dates of the four meetings for the coming year are:
August 18, 2026; November 17, 2026; February 16, 2027; May 1, 2027

Election of Officers (Bishop John)
Officer for the coming year are: Fr. Jacob – Chair, Fr. Charles – Vice Chair, and 
Fr. Kola – Secretary.
 
Young Adult Ministry (Bishop John)
As we continue discernment around Young Adult Ministry, Bishop John shared some of the conversations that have taken place since our June meeting:
· Emma is the point person for Summer Missions. We are considering hiring an intern during the Spring semester to assist Emma.
· Fr. John Stang will continue campus visits (perhaps with Emma also going with him). He will continue sending a Vocation Brigade Newsletter.
· Sonya will take on some of the graphic design work (vocation posters, prayer cards, pamphlets, etc.)
· The Bishop’s Council will have a discernment day around Young Adult Ministry in September.

Dos & Don’ts During Election Season (Bishop John)
Bishop John showed the members this page on the USCCB website and all the information it provides to assist in guiding Catholic pastors and voters. One basic rule is that we can preach and talk about issues (for example, the constitutional amendments that have been proposed in the State of Kansas), but we cannot preach or talk about candidates. We can encourage voter participation and share the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching. Bishop John will pull some of this information from the USCCB website together and send it to the priests, perhaps as a bulletin insert.

Sanctifying Office
Liturgy Project 2026-2027 (Bishop John)
Bishop John provided an updated draft of his next topic on The Most Holy Eucharist. In addition to source citations from Redemptionis Sacramentum (Pope St. John Paul II, 2004) and Thirty Questions on the Instruction RS (USCCB), Bishop added source citations from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 2011 and Norms for the Distribution of Holy Communion Under Both Kinds (USCCB, 2002). 

Questions were asked and clarifications offered on the areas Bishop John wishes to address in this document. The norms will be sent out to the priests with sufficient time for them to do some training with altar servers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.

The plan is to implement these diocesan norms the weekend of November 28/29, 2026, the Masses for the First Sunday of Advent.

September 12 Anniversary—Tentative Schedule (Bishop John)
Please promote attendance in your parish bulletins. While everyone is welcome to attend this special Mass, an email will be going out soon to pastors to designate two delegates from each parish who will participate in the opening procession with an icon or statue of their parish’s patron saint. An invitation will also be going out to invite parish altar servers to participate in the Mass. Several priests have offered to serve as confessors during the two time slots for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If anyone has a question, contact Georgina Paz.

Liturgy of the Hours: Second Edition (Fr. Jacob)
Father Jacob shared information about two publishers of the revised Liturgy of the Hours: Ascension Press and Word on Fire and the type of product each is offering. Pre-orders are currently being taken by both publishers. First use date is Ash Wednesday, February 10, 2027, and the mandatory use date is the First Sunday of Advent, December 3, 2028.

Teaching Office
	Convocation (Oct. 6-8) (Fr. Ted)
Marcel LeJeune, the founder and director of the Catholic Missionary Disciples, will be the convocation speaker. Focused discussions will be had on a number of topics, including misconceptions by priests/laity/staff about what effecting parish leadership looks like; ways to overcome inertia and the status quo in parish life by dealing with the misconceptions; promoting better relations between priests and parishioners; and the bishop-priest relationship from the missionary disciple perspective.



The next Presbyteral Council meeting will be on Tuesday, November 17, 2026.
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